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swarmed with  dirty,  bare-footed negro children.
These Southern negroes seemed to be of a different
type from those 1 met in New York and in the
Northern states.   I knew that the Negro Problem
was one that puzzled the Americans considerably
and so i watched them and conversed with them to
know for myself the extent of their intelligence and
the nature of their grievances.   On the whole I was
very favourably impressed with them.   More so with
the Northern negroes, who seemed to be quite smart
at their particular work and not lacking in common
intelligence.   They talked and laughed, argued and
joked among themselves quite as intelligently as
ordinary men with ordinary education do in their
own set. What I most noticed and particularly liked
was the way they conducted themselves towards the
whites.    They did not betray the least trace of
obsequiousness or servility nor, on the other hand,
did they thrust themselves on the whites or seek
their company,  but adopted a natural attitude of
simple manliness and kept their distance as if they
thought it was in the fitness of things to do so.
However,  in spite of their simple manliness, in
spite of their occasional jesting and merry-making,
they sulked at times and were inclined to be morose,
and I noticed an unmistakable imprint of discontent
on their faces as if they were not quite happy with
the state of 'things around them, as if something
undcfiuablc perpetually weighed down their spirits,
Finding a rather intelligent lifteman in my hotel in
New York, I inquired for the reason of tMs.  " Oh,"
he exclaimed in his broad, frank way,  "we are